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a-receivei Lsection for receiving a broadcast carrier transmission; 

a demodulator operatively connected to said receiver section, said <tem£>ciulator 
demodulating said broadcast carrier transmission to detect an inforfrfation transmission therein; 

a processor operatively connected to said demodulator and said receiver, said processor 
detecting and routing at said receiver station coptfol signals associated with said information 
transmission; and 

a controller operative^onnected to said processor, said controller receiving said 
information transmission from said processor and detecting the status of a television display, said 
processor receiyifig status information from said controller about said television display, said 
pro^essoivat least one of (i) routing to said video storage device and £ii] actuating said video 
storage device to store a selected portion of said information transmission depending on the 
-s tatus of sai d telev i sion displ a y ^ 

3. (Twice Amended) A method for processing an event signal at a programmable 
receiver station, said programmable receiver station having a receiver, a tuner, a tuner controller, 
a [digital] detector, a processor, and a storage device, said tuner controller receiving instructions 
from said processor to control [said] tuner [to/frequeflcy ^and to select event signals, said [digital] 
detector for receiving digital signals, said methG^cgjjaprising the steps of: 

informing said programmable receiver station of an event signal; 

detecting the absence of said event sigfa^I bassd^tfTsaid step of informing [said receiver 
station of said event signal]; 

reacting, under said processor control/, based on said step of detecting [the absence of said 
event signal]; 
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locating said event signal based on said step of reacting [under said processor control]; 

and 

processing said event signal based on said s/cp of locating [said event signal]. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said sje£ of informing^ [said programmable 
receiver station of said event signal] further comprises at least one of the steps of the group 
consisting of: 

informing said programma^/ep^iver station of at least one of a time and a channel of 
said event signal; 

informing said programmable receiver station of at least one of a title and a subject matter 
of said event signal; 

programming^aid programmable receiver station to process said event signal; and 
detecting/at least one of code and a datum that at least one of designates and identifies 
said event signal. 



5. (Twice Amended) The method of daim 3, wherein said event signal designates 
programming to be displayed at a television npnitor, said method further comprising one step of 
the group consisting of: 



receiving television prograril^iing^based on said step of locating [said event signal]; 
actuating said television monitor based on said^tep of processing [said event signal]; 



communicating television programming to at least one device based on said step of 
processing [said event signal]; 
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detecting digital data in a television signal based on said step of processing [said event 



signal]; 




inputting to a computer, digital data r^pdved/fromja remote source based on said step of 
processing [said event signal]; and 

storing television programming at said s^frage device based on said step of processing 
[said event signal], 

6. (Twice Amended) The method cfr claim^ftrfther comprising the steps of: 
instructing a computer based on said step of reacting [under said processor control] ; and 
instructing said computer based o^'said step of processing [said event signal]. 

7. The method of claim 3, whereip'said processor reacts by passing at least one 
signal, said method further having one ^k&of ttie group consisting of: 

locating at least one signal ^yo^d in a transmission; and 

assembling a signal based on at least one signal word, said signal to be passed. 

8. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein said event signal designates 
multimedia programming to present, said method further comprising one step of the group 
consisting of: 

receiving programming based 6n s^d st^p of locating [said event signal]; 
actuating an output device based^fi said step of processing [said event signal]; 
communicating programming^? om at least onedeyice-based on said step of processing 
[said event signal]; 
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detecting digital data in a transmission based on said st^p of processing [said event 

signal]; 

inputting to a computer a plurality of control signa^ based on said step of processing 
[said event signal]; and 

outputting video programming from said ston^e device based on said step of processing 
[said event signal]. 

9. (Twice Amended) The method ^teljfim^, wherein said event signal designates 
output information content to be genefated, said method further comprising one step of the group 
consisting of: 

programming a computer to respon^to a plyf ality of control signals detected in an 
information transmission; 

receiving an information transmission based on said step of locating [said event signal]; 

actuating a device to output saicy generated output information content based on said step 
of processing [said event signal] 



passing digital information to/ said control signal detector based on said step of 
processing [said event signal]; 

detecting a plurality of control signals based on said step of processing [said event 

signal]; 

inputting to a computer a plurality of control signals based on said step of processing 
[said event signal]; and 

outputting video programming from a computer based on said step of processing [said 



event signal]. 



5 




Serial No. 08/498,002 
Docket No. 5634.0345 

10. (Twice Amended) A method for processing an event signal at a 
programmable receiver station, said programmable receiver station having a receiver, a [digital] 
detector, a processor, and an output device, said [digi^l] detector for receiving digital signals, 
said processor for processing signals, said mdfio^?ohiprising the steps of: 

informing said programmable/eceiver station of a variable event location; 

detecting one of the presencfe and thejfj>sence of said event signal based on said step of 
informing [said receiver station of said v^nable event location]; 

reacting, under processor contr(>l^sedor^ [one of the presence 

and the absence of said event signal]; / 

processing said event signal based on said step of reacting [under processor control]; and 
outputting progr amming based on said step of processing [said event signal]. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said stejfof informing said programmable 
receiver station of said variable event location further comprises at least one step of the group 
consisting of: / 

informing said programmable receiver station of at least one of an input and an output of 
said variable event location; i [ t/ 

informing said programmable receiver station of a time to at least one of input and output 
said variable event location/ * 

informing said programmable receiver station of subject matter to at least one of input 
and output at said variable event location; 

programing said programmable receiver station to detect data at said variable event 
location; and 
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processing at least one of a rfj^kyzbde and datum that at least one of designates and 
identifies said variable event location. 

12. (Twice Amended) A method for processing an event signal at a 
programmable receiver station, said receiver station having a receiver, a [digital] detector, a 
processor, and an output device, said [digital] detector for receiving digital signals, said 
processor for processing signals, said method comprising tj/e steps of: 

informing said programmable receiver station of p event time; 

detecting one of the presence and the absence df said event signal based on said step of 
informing [said programmable receiver station of saia^enrtini^; 

reacting, under processor control, based"on said step of detecting [one of the presence 
and the absence of said event signal]; / I / 

processing said event signal bz(sed on saicystep of reacting [under processor control]; and 

outputting programming based on said ste^ of processing [said event signal]. 

13. (Twice Amended) The method/Wclaim 12, wherein said step of informing^ [said 
programmable receiver station of said ej4nt/time] further comprises at least one step of the 
group consisting of: ^-^/_-----^^^^^ 

informing said programmable receiver station of a location to at least one of input and 
output at said event time; / 

informing said programmable receiver station of subject matter to at least one of input 
and output at said event time; and / 

programming said programmable receiver station to detect data at said event time. 
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4. tTwice Amended ) Amet hod of signal proce ss ing - a La lelevision receiver station T said 
Revision receiver station having a television receiver, a television monitor, a sign^Wgfector, a 
processor, and a storage device, said method comprising the steps of: 
informing said television receiver station of at leasterfe of: 

(1) a television program of injer^st, said television program designated by at 
least one of a title and subject matter; 

(2) a time to apl^ast one of receive and display a television program; 
receiving a televisipff program based on said step of informing [said receiver station]; 
determining^md television monitor is not outputting at least a portion of said received 

television program; and 

tra iling at 4ea s£ one apparatus based on said step of dete r mining. 



15. The method of claim 14, wherein said atleast one controlled apparatus includes 
said storage device, said method further having at lea^t one step of the group consisting of: 
directing said television program to said storage device; and 
storing said television program on sai<* storagfe device. 



16. 



The method of claiipj 



tfein said at least one controlled apparatus includes 
said television monitor, said methodfurther having at least one step of the group consisting of: 
directing said tele vision .program to said storage device; and 
storing said television program on said storage device. 



17. (Twice Amended) A method q£sj£n$l processing at a television receiver 

/ station, said television receiver station havna£ a tefevision receiver, a television monitor, a signal 
detector, a processor, and a storage device, sauj^evision receiver station being adapted to at 
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least one [to at least one] of store and output television programming, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

informing said television receiver station of at leastyone of: 

(1) at least one of a title and subject matter of at least said portion of said 
television programming; and 

(2) a time to at least one of receive/ and display said at least said portion of 
said television programming; 

determining said television monifor is not ofatputtii/g said at least said portion of said 
television programming based on saiti step of informing [said television receiver station]; and 

performing, under processor control b&ed on said step of determining, at least one of the 
group consisting of: 

(1) receiving said at leaspai^5ortion of said television programming; 

(2) outputting said at least said portion of said television programming; and 
(3) storing said at leas^i said portion of said television programming. 

18. A method of enabling an event signal a^a receiver station, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

storing operating instructions at a remot6 data source, said operating instructions enabling 
said receiver station to detect and reac^to /me of the presence and the absence of said event 
signal; 

receiving at said remote da& Source a query from said receiver station; 

transmitting said operating instructions from said remote data source to said receiver 
station in response to said step of receiving said query, said receiver station selecting and storing 
at least some of said ojaerating instructions; 
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transmitting from a second r^mate^ource to said receiver station a signal which controls 
said receiver station to at lea$K5n| of locate and process to said event signal based on said 
operating instruction 

19. (Twice Amended) A method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 

receiver stations each of said plurality of receiver stations includes a receiver, at least one output 
device, a [digital] control signal detector, at least one processor capable of responding to at least 
one digital instruct signal, and with each said receiver/fetation adapted to detect and respond to 
said at least one digital instruct signal, said method/comprising the steps of: 

receiving at a transmitter station sakJ^Tl^st om digital instruct signal which is 
operative at said at least one receiver station to cfeact to one of the presence and the absence of 
an event signal and delivering said at le^on^djgital instruct signal to a transmitter; 

receiving at said transmitter station arleast one digital control signal which, at the 
receiver station , operates to communicates /said at least one digital instruct signal to said at least 
one processor; and 

transferring said at least one digital control signal to said transmitter, said transmitter 
transmitting said at least one digital iq^truct signal and said at least one digital control signal. 



20. The method of claim 19, wherein a^east one of said instruct signal and 
identification data in respect of said instruct sipml is embedded in at least one of a television ^ 
signal and in a signal containing a tele\(isripfn program. 

21. The method of claimi^, wherein a switch communicates signals selectively 
from said receiver and at least one of a memory and a recorder to said transmitter, said method 
further comprising one fronafihe group consisting of: 
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detecting a signal which is effective at the transmitter/station to instruct communication; 

determining a specific signal source from which tp communicate a signal to said 
transmitter; / 

controlling said switch to communicate a signal to said transmitter in response to a signal 
which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct communication; 

controlling said switch to communicate a signal from a selected signal source; and 

controlling said switch to communicate to at least one of said memory and said recorder 
a signal which is effective at the receive/ station to instruct. 

22. The method of clamy 19, wherein a controller controls a switch to communicate 
to said transmitter at least onerofAseiected mass medium program and control signal, further 
comprising one from the grou]Vc©n^Bting of: 

detecting a signal which is effective at the transmitter station to instruct transmission; 

inputting to said controller a signal which is effective to control said switch; 

controlling said /witch to communicate said at least one instruct signal according to a 
transmission schedul/; 

controlling said switch to communicate a signal from a specific one of a plurality of 
instruct signal sources; and 

controlling said switch to communicate said at least one instruct signal to a selected one 
of a plurality of transmitters. 
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